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WELCOME TO THE SECOND FALKLANDS WAR 
Meet your committee on the website: https://www.lseyouthmun.com/crisis 

Meet Your Crisis Director: Aidan Cross 
Hello everyone! My name is Aidan Cross and I will be your Crisis Director for YouthMUN’s 
Crisis Committee. Currently I am a second-year International Relations and Chinese student 
at LSE, while also studying Russian as a non-degree. Having been engaged in Crisis since 
starting university, I have experienced what it is like to be a delegate, backroomer and a 
chair in the frontroom. Now, as a Crisis Director, I am very much excited to be able to have 
the opportunity to bring you all a crisis which has seen a great deal of effort put in by our 
committee in order to construct an engaging experience. The purpose of this year’s 
YouthMUN Crisis committee is to throw delegates into a rapidly developing situation from 
the very start. Rather than having to wait for one to make the first move, the situation has 
already seen conflict and thus requires immediate action and strategic planning from both 
sides. I look forward to seeing how you all cope during the Second Falklands War, and 
remember, if you feel stressed and overwhelmed, that was likely the intention. Best of luck! 

Meet Your Chairs: 

Britain - Jack Love 
Hello there! My name is Jack Love and I am very excited to be a chair in this year's 
YouthMUN Crisis committee. I am a final year International Relations student at the London 
School of Economics. I have been involved in MUN since my first year of high school but I 
shifted my focus to prioritise chairing. I am very interested in American grand strategy and 
the international political economy. If you have any questions about economic sanctions I 
am more than happy to answer them! I will be looking forward to this year's YouthMUN 
Crisis. It promises to be very exciting and very interesting. Until then! 

Argentina - Max Rosenfeld 
How’s it going? My name is Max and I am looking forward to chairing this crisis committee 
with Jack and the other backroom staff. Currently, I am in my penultimate year studying 
International Relations at the London School of Economics as an exchange student from 
the United States. Back home, I’m a student at Clark University in Worcester 
Massachusetts, located near Boston. My introduction to Model UN began in High School 
and I’ve been fortunate to continue competing on my university’s travel team in the North 
American circuit. Although this will be my first YouthMUN, I have experience staffing my 
university’s annual high school conference. My interests include International Development 
and U.S. domestic politics, so feel free to reach out with any questions. Aside from my 
studies, I love cross country, music, and reading. Can’t wait to meet you all and see some 
amazing debate! 

https://www.lseyouthmun.com/crisis
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The Omnipresent Chair - Priyadarshan Logeswaran 
Hi everyone, my name is Priya and I will be one your “omnipresent chair” for the crisis 
committee. I love listening to hip hop, freestyling and doing the most random things with 
the people I love the most! I'm looking forward to seeing you all at LSE YouthMUN 2023 
this year and here's hoping you have the best time! 

Meet Your Backroomers: 

Backroom Coordinator - Polina Bronder 
Hey! My name is Polina Bronder and I am super excited to be this year's Backroom 
Coordinator! Currently I am a third year International Relations student studying at the 
London School of Economics. I was once randomly introduced to Crisis. Not knowing 
anything about it, I attended a crisis committee. To my surprise, I loved it and have stuck 
with the specialised committee ever since. Now I’m super excited to pass on my passion 
and make an as exciting environment as possible for other delegates. I am certain there are 
many out there that have the same passion for crisis as I do if only they were to experience 
a fun crisis committee! As for other hobbies, I love making food (especially   experimenting 
with new recipes) and making digital art. I am excited to see you at YouthMUN for a blast 
of a committee! 

Solomon Westmancott 
Hi, my name is Solomon and I'm a Second Year Economics Student at LSE. This is my 
second year being involved in YouthMUN, and I'm very excited to be backrooming this 
year. I have been involved with crisis at LSE for two years, and I recently directed a crisis for 
university students. Outside of Model UN, I enjoy playing guitar, taking photos on my film 
camera, and studying the tube map. I'm looking forward to meeting you all, and hope you 
are excited for a taste of university-style crisis! 

Felix Fraser 
Hey! My name is Felix and I will be backrooming this committee. I am a second year 
International Relations student at LSE. Last year, I chaired a different YouthMUN last year 
alongside Solomon and had a great time! I'm looking forward to getting involved with crisis 
this year. Besides uni, I spend most of my time watching sports (especially rugby, football 
and F1), listening to music and going to gigs. I look forward to meeting you all! 

Laila Gauhar 
Hi, my name is Laila and I'm looking forward to backrooming this committee. Currently I 
study International Relations and History, so this is an exciting experience for me. I have 
been involved with MUN since I started university, and in fact I chaired LSEMUN 2022. I'm 
interested in seeing what will happen this time!
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CRISIS RULES OF PROCEDURE (ROP) 
Please refer to the LSE YouthMUN 2023 General Rules of Procedure for a list of conference-

related general policies and procedures. 

What is a Crisis Committee? 
Unlike with normal General Assemblies (GAs), Crisis Committees see individuals, rather 
than countries, come together in cabinets to react to a quickly developing crisis. From 
serving as members of the US congress during the Capitol Riot, to acting as military 
generals during the Boxer Rebellion, Crisis, unlike the GAs, is a far more fast-paced 
committee - each delegate, no matter the background, has the capability to influence the 
course of history to their benefit, or at least at the expense of others.  

The time frame for a crisis may differ depending on the committee, sometimes the 
weekend would see 4-5 years of history, while others may seek to do it as a day for every 
half an hour. Nonetheless, it is worthwhile to pay attention to the passing of time, for every 
moment will see you face a constant barrage of Crisis Updates which will seek to keep you 
on your toes, as well as reacting to the actions of delegates.  

The aim for a delegate involved in a Crisis Committee is to boost your influence, achieve 
your character’s objectives, and undermine your enemies as much as possible - and of 
course do not get yourself killed. Through the writing of directives, you make use of the 
resources you begin with to make progress during the conference. You will be putting 
yourself in the shoes of someone else, and thus, for the weekend, you will hold the same 
ambitions and personality - reacting as they would to the crisis. Ensure you have enough 
security, and make efforts to damage your enemies activities - even if your enemies are 
within the same committee. A great delegate in Crisis is an adaptable one, it would be 
advisable to not stick to a single plan - as they do not tend to last long in Crisis.  

Structure of Committee 
The basic structure of a Crisis Committee is made up of both a ‘Frontroom’, where the 
delegates reside and directives are written, and a ‘Backroom’, where the directives are 
acted upon, and the consequences are decided.  

To be more specific, the Frontroom is where you, as delegates, will be residing for the 
entirety of the conference. Each cabinet will have their own committee Frontroom, each 
being joined with a Chair who will serve as a guide for delegates when writing directives, as 
well as providing a way for communication with the Backroom when necessary. They will 
also be able to moderate debate should the committee wish to engage in a moderated 
caucus before coming to a decision on how to act. Throughout the crisis, you can ask them 
for an opinion on your broad strategy, or if you would like to get some clarity on a situation 
(if the information is already available).
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The Backroom, however, is where the consequences of your decisions are drawn up. 
Delegates are not allowed to set foot in the Backroom, as the backroomers are constantly 
working on upcoming crisis updates as well as replying to the directives that have been 
sent through from the Front. Within the Backroom, the Crisis Director, Backroom 
Coordinator, and Backroomers all work together to keep the crisis engaging, from 
rewarding creative and detailed directives, to coming up with unexpected consequences 
for those who failed to consider a certain factor. The Backroom is effectively blind to what 
goes on in the Front, and so do not expect them to be able to fill in the gaps of any 
directives you send through. Their window into your world is solely through what you send 
to them, and will only act on what they are given.  

From time to time, should a delegate wish to engage with a character that is not currently 
being acted out by another, a backroomer will often be sent to play the part. Furthermore, 
when you wish to send messages or go to meetings with those from another cabinet, 
backroomers will also appear to make it happen. 

While the Crisis Director may often be in the backroom, you will see them out and about 
throughout the conference. Their job, alongside the backroom, is to ensure that each of 
the delegate’s ‘individual arcs’ work well with the general course of the committee. Like the 
Chairs, feel free to ask them questions as well as ask for advice on your directives, should it 
be needed. 

How to use the Guide 
When reading through the study guide, make sure to take notes on details which you 
believe to be essential to address during the conference. Throughout the guide, the 
background information provided will raise a series of issues which have influenced, and 
continue to influence, the crisis that you will be thrown into. Key themes such as economic 
woes, intra-cabinet dynamics, and military affairs will make up much of the background 
detail, and it is up to you to identify what are your core areas of focus for your character, 
and subsequently how you will act throughout the crisis.  

For this particular crisis, you all already find yourself within a conflict via Argentina invading 
the Falklands/Malvinas. In order to best prepare, consider the role of your character and 
how they might want to use the situation to their advantage. For example, if you are in the 
political leadership of Argentina, when the committee starts you will want to make sure the 
war sees support from the population, and thus boost support for the coalition. If you are 
in the British military, you will want to consider why Argentina’s military believed itself 
capable to fight the British again. This slight prep work will ensure that from the start of the 
crisis to the very end, you will more concretely act like your assigned character in that 
situation, rather than yourself. 
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As has been frequently stated, you will be assigned a character, with a biography included. 
These bios will explain who you are, your role in the cabinet, the resources at your disposal, 
as well as a series of ‘personal objectives’ or at least aims for the character. These may 
range from wanting to undermine a certain individual or group of individuals in your 
cabinet, to ensuring outright victory. There will at times even be goals that may cause 
clashes within one’s cabinet - during such, it is up to you all to decide which is a more 
important success, the cabinet’s victory or the achievement of your own goals.  

You will be assuming your character’s views, connections, ethics, and political alignment - 
so make sure to act as they would.  

Keep in mind that while the guide depicts the events that have led to the current crisis you 
all find yourselves in, what happens next completely depends on how you use this 
information and circumstances presented before you.  

The Average Crisis Cycle - Updates, Directives, and Other Details 
Starting the committee, both cabinets and their delegates will be thrown into action 
following a Crisis update - for this committee, it will be reports of Argentina launching an 
invasion of the Falklands/Malvinas. Subsequently, delegates can begin coordinating within 
their cabinet about how to proceed. A short time later, the Backroom will open for 
directives to be sent through, and this is when delegates will begin writing up their actions 
and plans to send into the Backroom, who will begin processing and developing the 
consequences for.  

Following this, such a ‘crisis cycle’ will continue throughout the weekend in a rather 
unregimented way. A Crisis Update will be sent through, delegates will react, Backroom will 
process - this is just a basic overview of how Crisis tends to operate. You are able to write 
directives anytime during the sessions (so not during breaks or at the end of the day’s 
session). There will be times when the Backroom will stop accepting directives during the 
session, and this is often due to the need of addressing a backlog of directives and 
ensuring that everyone is receiving a response. You can still write directives even if 
directives are closed during the session, but you will be unable to send them until they are 
reopened by the Backroom.  

To ensure that you can grasp the picture of how Crisis will work, here is some further 
explanations of the core aspects: 

Crisis Updates - Creating Problems for You to Solve 
Often taking the form of news headlines, Crisis Updates will be one of your main sources of 
information about the situation beyond your cabinet room, and sometimes even about your 
own fellow cabinet members’ activities. You will also sometimes see Crisis Staff, like that of 
your Chairs or Backroomers, making announcements during incredibly unique 
circumstances.
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From major military events, to public scandals involving delegates, these updates will make 
sure to keep you on your feet and keep you engaged. It is up to you how exactly you will 
react to these updates. You can ignore it, try to solve it, or use it to undermine someone 
else - use these updates to your advantage, and see what happens.  

Of course, the state of the world will be shaped by the directives you write, so do not be 
surprised to find out that your actions have consequences. 

Directives - Solving or Creating Problems for Your Fellow Delegates (what they 
are, and how to write them) 
Directives, effectively, are notes written by the delegates in the Frontroom, sent to the 
Backroom, detailing a set of actions that you want to undertake. These will range from 
security directives, which focus on keeping you alive, to directives which see you utilise 
your resources to achieve certain targets or prepare for a later plan of yours.  

In writing a directive, it is entirely up to you for deciding what you wish to do, the only 
restrictions for what you do will depend on the resources at your disposal and the current 
power you possess - you may not be able to dismiss the Prime Minister as a General, but 
you could use your troops to launch a coup, for example.  

Creativity and detail will be highly awarded when writing your directives, and will keep the 
committee rather interesting. However, when writing a directive, you must make sure to 
keep it clear for the Backroomer’s to read. Do not let your directive be open to 
interpretation, as the Backroom will be certain to interpret it in the most problematic way 
possible for yourself, should you fail to consider some core factors in any of your plans.  

Here are a few tips on how to write an effective and clear directive: 
• Remember the Three Rs: Resources, Request, and Reasoning: 

• Resources: This will make it easier for the Backroom, as it defines what you are 
specifically using to achieve your goals. 

• Example: “I would like to deploy three brigades.”  
• Example: “I will use my chief whip in Parliament.” 

• Request: This tells the Backroom what you want to actually do, using the resources 
at your disposal - this can range from simply moving your forces, gathering more 
resources, strengthening your current influence, etc. 

• Example: “I will send three brigades to the closest port to secure the area.”  
• Reasoning: This will prove to be the most key bit of information in your directive 

should you be trying to create an overall strategy. It provides the Backroom with a 
justification for why you are committing to this act, and lets them understand your 
motivations behind it. Ultimately, this allows them to respond with a much more 
comprehensive manner. 
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• Example: “Once the three brigades are deployed and have secured the closest 
port, I will be able to make sure that when a coup is launched, they will not 
be able to use the port to escape.”  

While these examples serve as a more general idea of what you should write, it is expected 
that your directives should be more detailed, with more actions beyond ‘secure a port’ and 
such. Detailing how you do something, such as how you would ensure no one can get 
through a port, or how to get your chief whip to ensure loyalty in the party, will significantly 
increase the chances of your directive succeeding as you hope it to. 

To help with providing more detail, beyond just writing more words, you can also make use 
of the following: 
• Pictures: if you are perhaps looking to design a flag, symbol, or such, let the Backroom 

know and you could either create a picture using your computer, or draw one up to take 
a photo of.  

• Maps: if you are trying to make use of the geography, especially during military 
manoeuvres, and are struggling to explain it in word form, in the directive you send 
make sure to put a note stating that you want to tell the Backroom the specifics. 
Following this, you can make use of a map (potentially via Google), and proceed to 
clarify what your directive intends to do.  

• Lists: If your directive is becoming quite detailed and long, with several actions included 
in a single note, it will be most effective to write your directive in list format. 

• Example: Plan for securing the port: 
• Organise and deploy three brigades at the island’s southern port. 
• Block all roads leading into the port. 
• Initiate checks on all incoming shipping vessels, detain any unauthorised 

personnel. 
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BACKGROUND DETAILS (2023 - PRESENT) 

Argentina - Crisis and Coalition 

2023: Economic Slowdown and the Seeds of Instability 
Starting the new year, Argentina was in the midst of an increasingly severe economic 
slowdown, exacerbated further as a result of both failure to purchase back USD 1 billion of 
its debt back, and the worldwide economic chaos sparked by the launch of Russia’s Special 
Military Operation in February of 2022. Between February and April, Argentina’s 
government struggled to solve the economic woes plaguing the nation, and remained 
unable to tackle the ever-worsening inflation. 

The political consequences of these economic crises became increasingly clearer, as polls 
taken at the end of April found that two of the non-dominant political parties on the 
slightly-radical side of the left and right had started seeing their popularity increase. 
Popular Unity (PU), an alliance of socialist and left-wing parties which have grown more 
militant in rhetoric following the constant inaction of the government, saw 14% popularity. 
Alongside them, La Libertad Avanza (LLA), a coalition of more conservative and right-wing 
parties with now 20% popularity, which while not being as radical sounding as PU, 
expressed deep dissatisfaction with both the current government under President Alberto 
Fernández and the Fern Frente de Todos (FdT) party. While neither of these two parties 
possessed enough support to directly challenge the government, nor win the next election 
in October, the slow increase in their popularity worried not just the government, but also 
the main opposition party, Juntos por el Cambio (JxC), under the leadership of Horacio 
Rodríguez Larreta. Much of these concerns would be soon elevated, as on 12 April, a 
series of large scale protests would break out across the country, with large swathes of the 
population coming out to express their discontent with the state of affairs and the ever 
worsening living conditions. This series of protests would continue for the next two months, 
and was subsequently given the name ‘Ola de Descontento’, the Wave of Discontent.  

Though the Ola de Descontento would not be affiliated with any of the increasingly radical 
parties, much of the rhetoric heard at these protests often shared much similarity with the 
ideas of LLA and PU. However, due to the significant difference still between these groups, 
there was no major unified effort against the government, though demands often included 
the resignation of the Fernández administration. The protests would continue, but as the 
weeks went by, they became increasingly smaller in number and frequency. Yet, on the 
evening of 24 May, a day before Argentina’s ‘Veinticinco de Mayo’ that celebrates 
Argentina’s independence from Spain, a major corruption investigation was announced, 
with many in the government, FdT, and JxC being among those being suspected of 
engaging in corrupt activities. Consequently, on the morning of ‘Veinticinco de Mayo’, 
major protests and riots erupted once again on a level that surpassed those that had taken



LSE Youth Model United Nations 2023

Page  of 12 25

place during the Ola de Descontento. While sporadic and unorganised, participation was 
high; in Buenos Aires there were approximately 3 million protestors involved, while in 
Córdoba and Rosario, 270,000 and 150,000 protestors took part in demonstrations 
respectively.   Police struggled to contain protests, and instances of rioting took place, yet 
Fernández resisted calls from military officials and members of his own government to send 
in military forces to assist in the maintaining of order in the capital and other cities. 

The following day, on 26 May, both the PU and LLA sought to claim credit for the previous 
day's protests and subsequently attempted to position themselves as leaders of a new 
movement against the government. However, both failed and instead the day was 
characterised by clashes between supporters of the two parties. While indeed many of 
those who participated in the mass protests on 25 May were angry with the government, 
they were not persuaded by the arguments and calls for action of groups that were still 
perceived as lacking in influence. In fact, following the clashes, their popularity declined by 
4-6 percentage points each.  

Nonetheless, following these instances, leaders from the FtD and JxC, concerned about 
the possibility of radicals gaining an influential foothold in the October election, sign a 
secret agreement which would see the two commit to forming a coalition following the 
election - irrelevant of the result. The intention was that cooperation between the two 
would focus on ensuring a united, and slightly more moderate front, to the people of 
Argentina with the hope that such a display might restore some sense of confidence in 
these parties.   Unfortunately for the unofficial coalition, however, in early September the 
aforementioned Corruption Investigation had concluded, finding swathes of JxC and FtD 
members guilty of a variety of corruption charges. Overall, the investigation led to the 
arrest of seven FtD and three JxC senators, 27 FtD and 32 JxC deputies, as well as the 
governors of Córdoba, Buenos Aires and Tucuman.  

With the election ready to be held that October, both parties desperately sought to drum 
up support for their cause during the campaigning. Just prior to election day, polls saw JxC 
with 24% and FtD with 21% popularity, while the radicals seeing their chances improve with 
PU receiving 18% and LLA seeing 20%. Further anger to the current establishment was also 
expressed following the 21 September burning of the Palacio de Haciendo, the building 
which held the Economic Ministry, which would be completely burned down.  

Finally, on 22 October, election day arrived. Reports estimated that around 73% of voters 
came out to vote in the election, another act which expressed deep concern for the 
country’s current predicament. Ultimately, however, it was the result of the election that 
truly expressed this sentiment. 
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Within the Senate (72 Senators): 
• FtD saw the election of 22 Senators 
• JxC saw the election of 26 Senators 
• PU saw the election of 8 Senators 
• LLA saw the election of 12 Senators 
• The last 4 Senators came from other parties. 

Within the Chamber of Deputies (257): 
• FtD saw the election of 83 Deputies 
• JxC saw the election of 87 Deputies 
• PU saw the election of 39 Deputies 
• LLA saw the election of 48 Deputies 

Consequently, the JxC-FtD coalition formed, with Fernández remaining as President, and 
Larreta serving as Vice President. Violence would break out following this result, with the 
radical parties and their supporters calling for the results to be overturned. Military forces 
would be deployed in preparation for any violence orchestrated by radical elements, yet no 
such thing took place. Concerningly for the coalition, however, news soon arrived to the 
new government, who were now being told that in spite of their newfound democratic 
legitimacy, members of the armed forces have begun to grow sympathetic to the radicals.  

The mandate of the Coalition stood on the promise to fix Argentina’s current problems, 
from rampant inflation to a decline in the standard of public services as well as a severe 
issue of government corruption. Now made aware of the increasing influence of the radical 
elements, the Coalition would spend the next few years trying to restore stability to the 
nation.  

2024: National Restoration and British Antagonism 
Starting the new year, the Coalition would find itself increasingly facing not just domestic 
issues but also international. In January alone, the British Navy would make several trips 
around the Malvinas (Falklands), with the British aircraft carrier, the HMS Queen Elizabeth 
often being featured within the naval forces taking part in the exercises and trips. This 
caused many problems for the new government, as such antagonising behaviour led many 
radical supporters, including military officials, to call for a further strengthening of the 
country’s military capabilities.  

Not wishing to be viewed weak, and hoping to indirectly express Argentina’s dismay over 
the UK’s actions, between February and April, the country conducted several arms 
purchases from the People’s Republic of China and the Russian Federation. Most notable of 
these was a major deal with both these states, which saw China pledge assistance to 
developing Argentina’s naval capabilities, while Russia assisted both in the development of 
Argentine ground and missile forces. Though this brought a great deal of advancement to 



LSE Youth Model United Nations 2023

Page  of 15 25

the country’s military forces, and received overwhelming support from the military 
establishment and the public, it was not positively received by all. Concerned that a 
country in their region was acquiring Chinese and Russian weaponry, the US criticised 
Argentina and imposed a ban on any future military exchanges between the two states.  

Besides the military aspect, the general economic situation in the country had begun to 
look far more promising as the year went on. Government unity and a series of corruption 
investigations saw confidence improve among the public, while the implementation of a 
range of so-called ‘restorative’ policies had helped support many Argentine citizens that 
were facing dire economic situations prior to the election. While much of this improvement 
was the result of the IMF providing monetary support, the way the government had 
presented themselves as willing to make corrections inspired many, and thus discouraged 
greater support for the more radical elements which continued to demand significant 
change - often including the resignation of the entire coalition. 

By December, with no major figures arrested for corruption, a patriotic defence policy, and 
visible signs of an improving standard of living, government popularity soared to 67%. 
Calm would continue for the rest of the year. 

However, this grace period would only last so long for the coalition. As by March of the 
next year, the nation would once again find itself in the most dire of circumstances. 

2025: A Stumbling Coalition 
On 3 March 2025, what would be known as the ‘IMF-Argentina’ fallout would take place. 
Following months of pressure from the US government following Argentina’s purchasing of 
Chinese and Russian weapons, IMF officials relented and began demanding that public 
services should be cut further before any loans could be provided to the country. Before 
the Coalition were able to react, the news had already sparked mass protests among the 
populace against the IMF demands, with many of them soon turning to anti-US (and 
consequently anti-British) demonstrations, as they were seen as responsible for such harsh 
prerequisites. Persuaded by the thought that caving into the IMF’s demands would be 
suicidal, the Coalition rejected them - an action that saw even the most radical of 
Argentina’s political theatre applaud the government for.  

Yet, while the public image of the Coalition remained strong, it was now facing a severe 
economic crisis, one which rhetoric alone could not fix. Throughout April and May, 
Argentina would ramp up diplomatic efforts and sought to secure economic support 
elsewhere, however, this would ultimately fail, and the country would begin to see much of 
the progress made in 2024 dissipate.  
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In June and July, with the country and government becoming overwhelmed by the 
economic crisis and worsening inflation, a joint PU-LLA protest was organised against 
government incompetence on the issue. Much of the demonstrations were made up of 
those who were both increasingly radical, but also most affected by the crisis, and as the 
weeks went by they were joined by more and more of the public. This would all build up 
until 21 July, when approximately 4-5,000 demonstrators tried to besiege the legislature 
and the Casa Rosada (the Presidential Office). Police were able to ultimately disperse the 
protestors, but at the cost of the lives of four protestors, including two students, an elderly 
gentleman, and a veteran of the 1982 Falklands/Malvinas War. These deaths did little to 
help the Coalition’s attempts to calm the protests, as it instead sparked significantly more 
across Buenos Aires.  

As Argentina was amidst another period of economic and social strife, the British Navy 
once again dispatched a fleet to sail not just around the Malvinas, but also close to 
Argentine territorial waters. The domestic protests, which had originally simply called for 
economic improvement, now also saw the inclusion of demands for a firm response against 
the British. And though Argentina would make a series of angry comments against this 
action by the UK, even accusing it at the UN for trying to ‘intentionally spark a new 
conflict’, this eventually saw little escalation beyond the rhetoric. Many among the military 
establishment grew dissatisfied by this lack of concrete action to secure Argentina’s pride 
and interests, but still remained persuaded that the nation was in no position to escalate 
with the British just yet. As a result, August 2025 would see the first of a series of ‘secretive’ 
war plans being drawn up should the British press further against the country - these were 
often written up without the knowledge of the Coalition government.  

Yet, in spite of the months of protest and extensive diplomatic efforts, the government was 
forced to give in to the IMF demands and a barrage of cuts to social services and other 
forms of government support would take place between October and November. Support 
for the Coalition dropped to 48%, but it continued to remain in power and the JxC-FtD 
unity continued, as the threat of radical popularity was very much ever-present. This of 
course was made once again apparent following the conclusion of an Anti-Corruption 
Investigation in December that saw the Ministers for the Treasury, for Labour, and for 
Tourism and Transport, all being indicted for corruption. As expected, such results led to 
several large protests in the capital, but what truly enflamed the demonstrations was news 
that the government had in fact tried to delay the publication of the report - a decision 
which led to a steep decline in popularity to 37%. 

2026: Argentina Stands Up 
At the start of the year, the Coalition government was facing a constant tidal wave of 
challenges that plagued the nation. Economic downturns and IMF-forced public service 
cuts led to a serious decline in living standards, while British antagonisms continued to 
increase and subsequently so did the demands of the people, and the military. Mass
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protests occurred at times almost once a day, restraining much of the government’s ability 
to address the ongoing issues. Concerningly, this backdrop had seen the radicals, who had 
previously been effectively made redundant, seeing significant gains in the polls. In January 
and February, the PU and LLA would see themselves at 23% and 26% respectively. 
Alongside this, the protests taking place across the country increasingly seemed to be 
voicing support for the radicals, as the government was seen as effectively incapable in 
defending the nation from foreign pressure, which was viewed as the core reason for the 
current crisis.  

Becoming more and more aware of this sentiment, the Coalition government finally 
relented to the military pressure to allow them to officially begin preparing a variety of 
potential responses to the British, as it was hoped that a success in this form would restore 
support for the government. Throughout February, Argentine Generals and Admirals would 
conduct meetings, argue for further strengthening of the military, as well as call for a partial 
mobilisation order alongside a recruitment drive. This was permitted and subsequently saw 
the Argentine military grow by approximately 200,000 (a mix of reserves and new recruits).  

While the Coalition asked for a series of potential responses with a variety of different 
escalatory levels, the military staff interpreted this as permission to prepare a ‘liberation’ of 
the Malvinas (Falklands). Though many had hoped to see this take place for the past few 
years, this newfound focus came about as a result of Britain having its own problems both 
in the home islands and the Malvinas (Falklands). For the past few years, and more so in 
recent months, the islands had seen protests against Britain as a result of severe 
mismanagement by both Westminster and local authorities. These protests often saw 
unusually harsh responses from authorities, as the UK had been facing a series of issues to 
do with a potential dissolution of the union, and so the government was set on not losing 
any other territories. 

As a consequence, radicals within the military ranks began arguing for a ‘liberation 
campaign’ to take place. Such a demand would have been completely ignored and those 
who argued it dismissed in previous years, but now the Coalition was required to seriously 
consider the issue. With the domestic issues consistently causing great instability, and the 
threat of popular radical uprisings among the population and military remaining present, 
the Coalition once again relented to the military.  

In April, military exercises would take place and further personnel would be called up. 
These exercises would see all three branches of the military work together in order to 
simulate an invasion of the Malvinas (Falklands). Over a period of one month, a range of 
practice operations would be conducted, with errors being corrected and improvements 
being made to the overall performance of the military. However, following the brunt of 
these exercises, tragedy would strike the military, and the population would soon join with 
radical military elements with calls for a firm and final response against Britain. 
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On 03 June, during routine patrols of Argentine territorial waters, a British fighter would 
shoot down an Argentinian Maritime Patrol aircraft, killing the pilot. On the same day, a 
skirmish would take place between an Argentinian Patrol Boat and a British Destroyer close 
to the edge of the nation’s naval border. This led to huge national uproar in Argentina, 
which would see millions across the country march through the streets chanting slogans 
and calling for the government to act.  

It would be this day that would see a date be finally set for the ‘liberation campaign’, this 
being 08 September, the 4th Anniversary of the Queen of England’s death - a decision 
made by a group of rather patriotic high-ranking officials. 
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Britain - To Let the Sun Set 

2023: End of Rishi Sunak's Government 
In March and April of 2023, the country found itself in a deeply damaging recession, 
crippling the economy and sparking waves of protests in the country demanding an end to 
the ongoing cost-of-living crisis. While the government moved to pass the Public Order Bill 
in order to contain the many strikes and protests taking place daily, by May the Trade 
Unions came together to oppose the increase in government crackdowns. As the economic 
situation became more dire, the Unions proceeded to launch a nationwide general strike, 
issuing demands that included: 

• Resignation of Rishi Sunak’s government. 
• A General Election 
• Improvement of financial support to families suffering in the cost-of-living crisis. 
• Overturning of the Public Order Bill. 

Approximately 10 - 15 million workers across the country took part in the strike, and with 
police forces lacking the resources to effectively enforce the Public Order Bill, in spite of 
army support being called in, the government was ultimately forced to resign. Taking place 
on May Day, with a record 20 million workers striking and protesting, and increasing 
pressure from Tory MPs, army officials, and even King Charles III, Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 
announced his government’s resignation in front of 10 Downing Street. The following day, a 
new general election was announced, with voting to take place on 1 September 2023. 
Immediately, the political parties started to campaign across the country in hopes to form a 
new government that would be able to address the public's concerns. 

However, before the Conservative party would be able to run, a new leader had to be 
elected following Rishi’s resignation. The Tory leadership race would eventually see Tom 
Tugenhadt and, surprisingly, Boris Johnson be pitted against each other. And on 7 July, in 
perhaps one of the most obscenely odd moments in Tory political history, Boris Johnson 
would be selected by the party membership, and began to serve as Conservative Party 
Leader, consequently leading the party in its campaigning in 2023.  

In opposition to the incumbent Conservative party, Labour began to exploit the deep 
unpopularity of the former Rishi government in order to improve its chances in not just 
swing-seats, but also traditional Tory holdouts. The Labour manifesto, announced on 8 July, 
promised economic recovery, restoration of the NHS, as well as improvements to current 
working conditions - effectively promising to ‘rectify the mistakes of Tory rule’. However, 
Labour leader, Keir Starmer, remained consistently uncharismatic, and as a consequence of 
failing to support the mass strike actions, Labour popularity was not as widespread as it 
may have potentially been. 
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Nonetheless, on 1 September the election was held, and though the election was shrouded 
by mass apathy, with a 47% turnout due to many not being persuaded by other parties, the 
day went on without any significant disturbance. On the morning of 2 September, the 
results would be announced, and the problems quickly followed: 

• Labour achieved 273 seats. 
• Conservatives achieved 245 seats. 
• SNP achieved 54 seats (out of the 57 in Scotland). 
• Other parties gained the remaining 62 seats. 

With no party solely possessing over 326 seats in order to form a majority government, the 
next few days would see the country led by no actual government. Quickly becoming 
known as ‘The Days of Incompetence’, the country would see the Conservatives and 
Labour try to court other parties in order to obtain over 326 seats. The situation would be 
made worse following the SNP’s announcement that it would seek a second Independence 
Referendum, following its ground-breaking achievement of securing 54 out of 57 Scottish 
constituencies.Ultimately it would not be until 2 December that a government would be 
formed, made up of a Conservative-Labour coalition, a consequence of neither wishing to 
see the SNP gain a significant position in any new government. Headed by Starmer as 
Prime Minister, while Boris assumed the role of Deputy Prime Minister, King Charles III 
would be quick to give royal assent so that the country would no longer be without a 
government.  

As expected, the government found itself in a severely problematic situation. With 
continuing strike actions from discontent workers, the threat of Scottish secession, and 
instability that a Labour-Conservative Coalition (LabConCo), it would take the entire month 
for the new government to set out a path for the nation. And on 31 December 2023, they 
would do just that. 

Known as the ‘New Age Commitments’ or NAC, this would include a series of 
commitments for the next few years, including: 

• Economic Reconstruction and Reinvigoration, promising to avoid austerity.  
• The Maintaining of the Union, effectively ruling out Scottish Independence. 
• A so-called ‘correction of mistakes’, aiming to calm concerns of letting the Tories 

remain in power.  
• A general commitment to a ‘National Restoration’, though this was not exactly 

defined.  



LSE Youth Model United Nations 2023

Page  of 21 25

Perhaps one of the more immediate effects of the NAC was that as soon as they were 
announced, Boris Johnson was replaced by Tom Tugenhadt as Deputy Prime Minister, a 
decision viewed as attempting to show that corrections were being made. Consequently, it 
would be these commitments that would guide the LabConCo for the next few years, and 
as expected, it would not be long until it would face a barrage of new crises.  

2024: Fixing what is Broken 
Among the Coalition’s first acts would be the meeting of Trades Union leaders and 
government representatives. The aim of such meetings were to come to a temporary 
compromise in order to bring some sense of stability back to Britain, and following an 
agreement that pay be increased for workers and support be provided to families 
struggling financially, this would be achieved. The LabConCo was able to promise such 
financial improvements thanks to a bill passed in late January that heavier punishments be 
implemented against companies gaining record profits during the cost-of-living crisis as 
well as not paying tax, with many of these punishments involving hefty fines. BP, for 
example, received severe penalties - as a result of its record profits during the ongoing  
energy crisis, the company was instructed to either cap prices to ⅓ of the current rate, or 
suffer increasingly frequent fines until it complied. It would take BP losing £11 billion over 
the course of 2024 before it would comply.  

These early actions, and apparent pursuit of fulfilling the NACs, seemingly paid off by April. 
While the economic situation was still precarious, the cost-of-living crisis was slowly being 
addressed and people were finally provided a route to gain support. Consequently, in the 
same month polls would find that for the first time in years, more and more people 
expressed the view that they were ‘optimistic for the future’. Yet, while this allowed the 
LabConCo some breathing room, problems began to mount, as the integrity of the Union 
was about to be threatened.  

In June, a different poll would find that Scottish voters were now more likely to support a 
second Independence Referendum, with 72% voting in favour for holding one. While this 
was a significant shift in Scotland, these calls were resoundingly rejected by the LabConCo, 
sparking several large demonstrations in Glasgow and Edinburgh. Inadvertently, by 
immediately rejecting the proposal within hours of the poll results being published, the 
government encouraged many within the Scottish Parliament to demand non-cooperation 
with Westminster, and attempt to effectively become independent irrelevant of the 
government’s blessing.  

As a consequence, this ‘Crisis of the Union’ exposed the first cracks within the LabConCo. 
With an entire nation of the UK now effectively trying to secede, the government needed 
to act in order to keep a commitment to the NACs. However, while Starmer wished to 
persuade the SNP to cease such activities by promising to set up a Joint-Committee to 
review potential options to address the matter of independence, Tugenhadt was adamant
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that the Scottish Parliament be shut down and Westminster authority be restored by any 
means - including sending the army. Tugenhadt was criticised by both SNP and LabConCo 
MPs for being overzealous with such demands, and instead saw Scottish leaders declare 
the intention to hold a referendum within Scotland, as an expression of independence - 
though very little concretely changed from before. 

However, before the situation could escalate, Britain would find itself coming to the side of 
the United States as news of Argentina’s procurement of Chinese and Russian weapons and 
military assistance became known to the world. Tugenhadt, himself a former-British soldier, 
spearheaded the British response and sent a naval task force to sail near the Falklands 
(Malvinas) and Argentine territorial waters. 

Unfortunately for the government however, the domestic situation would get worse. By 
August, further negotiations with Union leaders broke down following weeks of stalemate 
over the continuation of some forms of government support, which LabConCo hoped to 
reduce in order to avoid scaring off private companies. As a result, strikes would resume for 
the first time in almost 7 months, subsequently threatening much of the progress the 
government had previously made. Tugenhadt would increasingly play a much more leading 
role than Starmer, despite being his deputy - he would push for laws which would restrict 
the Union’s ability to strike, and would consistently try to order the military and police to 
deal with the strike instances when the situation became dire. Nonetheless, he failed to 
gain support from Labour and subsequently the strikes continued undeterred. Tugenhadt, 
however, would proceed to publicly criticise the Labour faction of the LabConCo, as well 
as, Starmer for failing to address both the strikes as well as not dealing with the situation 
increasingly referred to as the ‘Scottish Issue’.  

That October, the Scottish Issue would be made worse for LabConCo when a second 
Scottish Independence referendum was held, resulting in 68% voting in favour of 
independence while 26% opposed. This was, of course, immediately deemed as 
illegitimate by the Supreme Court, as it was conducted both against the approval of 
Westminster as well as without being voted on within the Scottish Parliament about 
whether it should be held in the first place. Mass protests would break out, with crowds 
ranging from pro-independence to pro-union. This soon led to English Police Units being 
sent into Scotland to restore order - this subsequently worked, but it would see an increase 
in animosity between pro-Independence supporters and the Westminster/Union 
authorities. Ultimately by September, the Scottish Issue would be put to bed, as Starmer’s 
promised Joint-Committee on the Matter of Scottish Independence would be convened, 
and Scotland was now no longer threatening to secede. Yet, in order to avoid the 
appearance of being weak, November and December would see a series of LabConCo 
issued ‘corrections’ in funding and services to the Scottish government. While this was 
intended to punish the Scottish government and make it unpopular with the Scottish 
people, the cuts were rather obvious and instead it further strengthened support for the
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SNP and other pro-independence leaders. The year would end with Scotland’s uneasy 
resumption of cooperation with Westminster, amidst the backdrop of a soon worsening 
economic crisis.  

2025: Betrayal of a Coalition and an Empire’s Continuous Decline 
As 2024 came to a close, the LabConCo was increasingly looking worse for wear. At the 
start of 2024, government support reached up to 67% on average, yet by the start of 2025 
this had collapsed to just 39% at most. Economic plight, Scottish self-determination and 
disunity at the very top of the coalition had forced Starmer to consider a different strategy 
to ensure that Labour could remain in power whilst also avoiding the collapse of the 
country once again into chaos. Consequently in February, Starmer would begin to 
negotiate with SNP leaders, behind Tugendhat and the Conservative’s back. Starmer 
effectively proposed to the SNP that if they join Labour in forming a coalition government, 
they would promise Scotland further autonomy on its own laws, more financial support, as 
well as a pledge that a legitimate second referendum will be held in 2027. After consulting 
one another, SNP would agree to the proposal in March, with it soon after being publicly 
announced that Labour and the SNP would now form a new coalition (LabScotCo), a 
decision that completely outraged the Conservatives who would accuse Labour and 
Starmer himself of being both betrayers and even traitors for siding with the SNP and 
giving into demands for independence.  

Under LabScotCo, Starmer would remain as Prime Minister while SNP MP Ian Blackford 
would take the role as Deputy Prime Minister, forcing Tugenhadt into the role of Leader of 
the Opposition. Though its formation triggered political uproar, the following months 
would see relative calm, with the economic situation stabilising due to the notion of 
certainty being restored to British governance, restoring a sense of confidence in necessary 
markets. However, by August there was a sharp increase in discontent among the English 
public, as Starmer was progressively being viewed negatively due to his effective violation 
of the NACs as a result of permitting the break-up of the Union. In an attempt to divert 
attention, as well as to reaffirm Britain’s commitments to maintaining its other territories, 
Britain would once again send a fleet to the Falklands (Malvinas), an action which saw 
support from the Tugenhadt, though he would continue to accuse Starmer of overseeing 
the dissolution of the nation.  

By September, such accusations became more credible as SNP confidence, and 
subsequently their demands, grew. Following just a few months of LabScotCo, SNP now 
demanded that Starmer set the referendum a year earlier in 2026. Before an official stance 
was made by Starmer, on 8 September, the third anniversary of the Queen’s passing, a 
Conservative organised ‘Rally of the Union’ was held in London. Over 100,000 would 
come out into the streets in support for maintaining the Union, while speeches made from 
the likes of Tugenhadt and Nigel Farage would be made to crowds bearing the Union Jack 
in the thousands. 



LSE Youth Model United Nations 2023

Page  of 24 25

Unfortunately once again for the government, October and December would see sharp 
increases in energy costs and once again the economy would enter a lull. As prices rose, 
wages stagnated and once again the country was on the verge of a cost-of-living crisis. 
However this time, it would not be limited to the British Isles alone.  

2026: An Empire’s Desperation 
Though January remained rather calm, February would see protests across the Falklands 
(Malvinas) over British mismanagement alongside what was viewed as British antagonism 
against Argentina, heightening tensions. While the local garrison with support from the 
nearby naval force personnel was able to ensure the outbursts were contained, Britain’s 
image was damaged due to instances of overbearing force from British military authorities.  

By April, however, concerns about Argentina’s military build up and exercises were raised 
during a Prime Minister’s Questions in the House of Commons. A recent report on the 
matter conducted by British military intelligence stated that the military should remain 
aware of potential conflict with Argentina, but high-ranking officials continued to neglect 
the matter. For them, Scotland was the main concern - should it go independent this year, a 
decision would need to be made about where to move the nation’s nuclear submarines. 
Argentina, they believed, was unlikely to attack Britain because the last time they did so it 
ended in their defeat. Though, as a precaution, HMS Queen Elizabeth was stationed at the 
Falklands (Malvinas).  

Tensions would escalate further however, when on 3 June, an Argentinian aircraft was shot 
down by British fighters near Argentina's territorial waters, killing the pilot. A later skirmish 
between naval forces of both countries would prompt Starmer to call the Argentinian 
President, though rather than trying to calm tensions, the conversation would break down 
as both sides blamed the other for the tragedy.  

From August to September, there would be further concerns for the military as key 
communication networks became increasingly unstable, forcing many personnel overseas 
to even rely on their mobile devices to maintain contact. The source of this interference has 
not been identified, but it has meant that those deployed far from the British Isles were 
struggling to possess rapid and secure communication capabilities with the government 
and military command. 

Many were not concerned about this matter, however on 8 September, at 6am in London, 
the consequences of not fixing the issue were made clear. Reports came flooding in, telling 
British officials that two hours ago, British forces stationed at the Falklands (Malvinas) were 
attacked. London has lost contact with the HMS Queen Elizabeth, as well as several of the 
garrisons on the islands - according to reports, Argentinian forces have launched an 
amphibious assault on the territory. With many of Britain’s fleet stationed elsewhere, the 
country has now found itself unprepared for the Argentinian attack - and for those within 
Scotland, many see this humiliation as reason enough to declare independence.
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