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What is a position paper? 

A position paper is a 1-2 page country report that discusses your country’s stance on 
the issue (note that the 1-2 page limit is for one topic, if you have two topics in your 
committee, i.e. for intermediate and advanced committees you are expected to go 
through both of them). It is an opportunity to give yourself a chance to research your 
country’s policy before the committee, and these solutions you propose will be 
incorporated in your speeches. 

Please note that submission of a position paper is a prerequisite to qualify for any 
award in this Conference (EXCEPT CRISIS COMMITTEE). The “Research Award” will 
be given to the delegate with the best position paper in that committee. 

The following elements are generally required in a position paper: 
1. Topic Background 

• Give a brief summary of the committee topic (relevant to your country, of 
course, not just rehashing the study guide) 

2. Country’s position on the topic 
• How does the issue impact your country? 
• Consider the blocs / information proposed in the study guide. Who are your 

friends (policy-wise) and who are your enemies? Identify them. 
3. Current Solutions / Past Solutions 

• What has the UN done? (To make it better, think about what your country has 
contributed to these UN solutions) 

• What has your country done? (At a local / regional level, that you think would 
be beneficial if the entire world were to adopt your policies) 

• Have these solutions been effective? Why or why not? 
4. What you think needs to be done 

• What issue is your country prioritising? (In the study guide, multiple points of 
debate have been presented, but your country surely prioritise one over 
another, look for it!) 

• Try to answer the ‘Questions / issues to consider’ in the study guide (don’t 
have to answer all of them, choose ones that you think are important!) 

5. Conclusion 
• Restate your main arguments and what you are looking forward to debating 

6. References 
• In-text citations are required throughout the entire position paper, this is 

academic honesty :-) 
• No particular citation style required, as long as it is consistent 
• Add a bibliography towards the end (this does not count towards the 1-2 page 

limit)
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Example phrases 

The Republic of India is deeply concerned with the high number of physical, 
psychological, and sexual abuses being perpetrated in correctional facilities and 
detention camps across various member states. (Get into your country’s policy as 
quick as possible - what is your stance?) Although standards on the treatment of 
prisoners are globally agreed upon in international law, there is a universal pattern in 
the horrific state of correctional facilities and detention centers in terms of 
unacceptable living conditions, inhumane punishments such as solitary confinement, 
and excessive brutality. The Committee for Protection of Democratic Rights (CPDR), 
established in Mumbai, has made significant efforts to investigate prison conditions 
in India and thus devise policies to eliminate the human rights abuses of people in 
detention (Bring in locally, what your country has done. Get to the point (subtly) 
and tell others this is what I’ve done, it’s good, that’s what you should be doing!). 
Based on these investigations, the All India Committee on Jail Reforms (Mulla 
Committee) working under the Ministry of Home Affairs has produced multiple reports 
– allowing the implementation of various prison reforms since the 1980s. This has 
included expanding work programs and vocational training, as well as improving 
the efficiency of medical and psychiatric services. (You could, as you wish, further 
expand on what your country has done, but it is even important to talk about what 
solutions you wish to propose) 

There are several solutions that India would like to propose in the Human Rights 
Council. Firstly, India promotes effective monitoring systems that detect poor prison 
conditions and cases of abuse. (Signpost, i.e. First/Second/Third, or in the short/
medium/long-run - tell others what you want!) These systems – using human 
resources and AI – should include inspection and monitoring mechanisms that prevent 
the oversight of prisons, which are often subject to government oversight. This will 
allow member states to raise public awareness about prison conditions and the 
necessity of reforms 

More examples are available in Delegate Resources!
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About ‘position presentations’ 

Instead of a full 1-2 page report, if you are Years 9-11 and belong in an beginner / 
intermediate committee, you can opt to submit a presentation instead. The elements 
are still required, except you can put them in bullet points. 

The following elements are generally required in a position presentation: 
1. Topic Background (1 slide) 
2. Country’s position on the topic (1 slide) 
3. Current Solutions / Past Solutions (2 slides) 
4. What you think needs to be done (2 slides) 
5. Conclusion (1 slide) 
6. References (1 slide) 

• List your sources. But you can just put urls in this slide. 

Factors we look out for in a ‘best position paper’ 
1. Topic Background 

• A survey of the background of the issue you are discussing in committee. Think 
of answering the basic who/where/what/when/why and how questions. This is 
also a good space to explore the overall themes that are most relevant to the 
topic at hand. It should also not replicate the topic synopsis written by the 
head chairs. 

2. UN / International Involvement 
• This section should critically engage with what the international community has 

done either to intervene with the topic or address it globally. The section 
should discuss UN resolutions, relevant conferences, and NGO involvement 
beyond the UN. It should also critique the shortcomings of the United Nations 
& its shortcomings. 

3. Country Policy 
• The bulk of the position paper should revolve around the country's 

engagement with the issue. Issues are meant to be broad to impact multiple 
countries' policies. In the event that not enough information can be 
extrapolated, delegates should draw on reasonable assumptions from UN 
voting records along with regional policies established by member bodies. The 
policy should outline past actions along with the country's main concerns about 
the issues as seen in speeches, programs/laws, events/conferences.
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4. Possible Solutions 
• The possible solutions section is meant for delegates to brainstorm their own 

unique approaches to the topics at hand. While delegates are given the 
freedom of engaging with the topic as they would like, they should be cautious 
about replicating real solutions in an exact fashion. Real plans and solutions can 
be used as inspirations - but delegates must creatively combine various aspects 
of real solutions to be applied to the contexts specifically highlighted in the 
topic synopses. 

5. Questions to Consider 
• Please respond to at least two of the questions posed by the chairs in your 

committee. Please answer in the stance of your country and not of your own 
personal opinion. 

6. Sources and Miscellaneous


